
386. From Niels Bohr

[Copenhagen,] 11. November 22.[1]

Lieber Professor Einstein,
Ich möchte gern meine herzlichsten Glückwünsche aussprechen zu der Erteilung des

Nobelpreises. Die äussere Anerkennung kann ja nichts für Sie bedeuten, aber die zugehö-
rigen Geldmitteln dürften vielleicht eine Erleichterung in Ihren Arbeitsverhältnissen bewir-
ken.

Für mich war es die grösste Ehre und Freude, die ich durch äussere Umstände wohl be-
kommen konnte, dass ich zur selben Zeit wie Sie bei der Preisverteilung in Betracht kom-
men sollte.[2]  Ich weiss, wie wenig ich dies verdient habe, aber ich wollte gern sagen, dass
ich es als ein grosses Glück gefühlt habe, dass—ganz unabhängig von Ihrem grossen Ein-
satz in der menschlichen Gedankenwelt—der von Ihnen gegebene grundlegende Beitrag
auf dem spezielleren Gebiet, wo ich arbeite, ebenso wie die Beiträge von Rutherford und
Planck auch rein äusserlich anerkannt werden sollte, bevor ich zu einer solchen Ehre in Be-
tracht gezogen wurde.[3]

Mit den herzlichsten Grüssen an Sie und Ihre Frau von meiner Frau und mir. Ihr ergebe-
ner

TLC (DkCB). Bohr 1977, p. 685. [8 073].
[1]The first “2” is in an unknown hand.
[2]Einstein had just received the Nobel Prize for Physics for the year 1921 (see the preceding document),

while Bohr was awarded the physics prize for the year 1922 “for his services in the investigation of the structure
of atoms and of the radiation emanating from them” (see Schück and Sohlman 1929, p. 331).

[3]Ernest Rutherford received the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1908, and Max Planck, for Physics, in 1918. 

386. From Niels Bohr

[Copenhagen,] 11 November 1922[1]

Dear Professor Einstein,
I would like to congratulate you most warmly on the award of the Nobel Prize. This pub-

lic acknowledgment cannot mean anything to you, of course, but the associated funds might
perhaps bring about some relief in your working conditions.

For me it was the greatest honor and joy I could possibly get through external circum-
stances that I should be considered for the prize award at the same time as you.[2]  I know
how little I deserve this, but I would like to say that I perceived it as a great good fortune
that—quite apart from your great engagement in the human world of ideas—the fundamen-
tal contribution made by you to the more specialized field in which I work, as well as the
contributions by Rutherford and Planck, should also be formally acknowledged before I
should be considered for such an honor.[3]

With my warmest regards to you and your wife from my wife and me, yours truly.



421. To Niels Bohr

Nahe Singapore 10. Januar 1923

Lieber oder vielmehr geliebter Bohr!
Ihr herzlicher Brief[1]  traf mich kurz vor der Abreise in Japan.[2]  Ich kann ohne Übertrei-

bung sagen, dass er mich ebenso freute wie der Nobelpreis. Besonders reizend finde ich
Ihre Angst, Sie könnten den Preis vor mir bekommen—das ist ächt bohrisch. Ihre neuen
Untersuchungen über das Atom haben mich auf der Reise begleitet und meine Liebe zu Ih-
rem Geist noch vergrössert.[3]  Ich glaube nun endlich den Zusammenhang zwischen Elek-
trizität und Gravitation begriffen zu haben.[4]  Eddington ist der Sache näher gekommen als
Weyl.

Die Reise ist herrlich. Von Japan und den Japanern bin ich entzückt und bin sicher, dass
Sie es auch wären. Ausserdem ist so eine Seereise eine herrliche Existenz für einen Grüb-
ler—wie ein Kloster. Dazu die schmeichelnde Wärme nah am Aequator Warmes Wasser
träufelt nachlässig vom Himmel herunter und verbreitet Ruhe und pflanzenhaftes Däm-
mern—dies Briefchen zeugt davon.

Herzliche Grüsse. Auf frohes Wiedersehen, spätestens in Stockholm.
Ihr Sie verehrender

A. Einstein.

ALS (DkCB). Bohr 1977, p. 686. [89 896]. Written on stationery “Nippon Yusen Kaisha S. S. ‘Haruna Maru.’”
[1]Doc. 386.
[2]Einstein had left Japan on 29 December 1922 (see Doc. 379).
[3]Probably Bohr 1922b. 
[4]He worked on the problem on board the ship Haruna Maru from 30 December on (see Doc. 379), and

completed the manuscript of Einstein 1923e (Doc. 425) in January.

421. To Niels Bohr

Near Singapore, 10 January 1923

Dear, or rather, beloved Bohr!
Your affectionate letter[1]  reached me shortly before my departure from Japan.[2]  I can

say without exaggeration that it pleased me as much as the Nobel Prize. I find your fear of
possibly getting the prize before me especially endearing—that is genuinely Bohr-like.
Your new analyses on the atom accompanied me on my journey, and my love for your mind
has grown even more.[3]  I now believe I finally understand the connection between electric-
ity and gravitation.[4]  Eddington came closer to the gist of it than Weyl.

This is a splendid voyage. I am delighted by Japan and the Japanese and am sure that you
would be, too. Traveling by sea is a splendid existence for a ponderer anyway—it’s like a
cloister. Add to that the caressing warmth near the equator. Warm water drips languidly
down from the heavens and spreads calm and vegetative inspiration—this little letter is a
testimonial.

Warm regards. To a happy reunion, in Stockholm at the latest.
Your admiring

A. Einstein.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


